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ROMNEY  MARSH  RURAL  J^IS^IjC^JCGI-IT  . 


Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the 
year,  1952. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I  have  fcne  honour  bo  present  my  Annual  Report  for 
'che  year  ending  31st  December,  1952. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  your  Home 
Population  at  the  mid-year  was  4,288.  This  figure 
167  less. than  his  estimate  for  1951. 


is 


The  number,  of  births  increased  from  63  in  1951  to 
o3,  ana  the  birth-rate  was  accordingly  16*09.  When 
adjusted  by  the  Registrar  General’s  Comparability  Factor e 
i.e.  1 • Oo ,  which  gives  a  rate  comparable  with  other 
Discricts^on  a  standard  population,  it  becomes  17*05. 

J'!us1  13  than  the  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wal-s 

winch  was  15*3,  and  is  at  a  satisfactory  and  vital  level. 

numbGr  f>f  deaths  was  62,  comprising  35  males  and 
27  females  ana  the  crude  death-rate  was  14*46,  which  when 
adjusted  oy  the  Comparability  Factor  becomes  12*14.  This 
rate  is  slightly  higher  than  that  for  Engalnd  and  Wales 
which  was  11.3, 

.  heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  caused  the  largest 
numoer  or  deaths,  and  those  occurred  chiefly  amongst  the 
agea.  Coronary  Thrombosis,  however,  caused  5  deaths 
amongst  persons  under  65  years  and  5  more  deaths  over  this 
age.  National  statistics  show  that  it  has  p-reatly 

increased  in  incidence  as  a  cause  of  death,  within  recent 
decennia. 


.  Cancer,  as  anticipated,  caused  the  second  largest 
nurnpor  of  deaths.  It  is  responsible  for  a  considerable 
nimioer  of  deaths  amongst  the  middle-aged,  as  well  as  amongst 
uhc  old.  Every  ex  fort  should  be  made  to  establish  a 
lagnosis  at  as  early  a  stage  of  the  disease  as  is  possible 
v/hen  treatment  is  usually  successful. 


me  other  deaths  were  miscellaneous  and  there  w^s 
unusual  cause. 


no 


there  were  two  deaths  amongst  infants  due  to  (l) 
Prematurity  and  (2)  Asphyxia.  The  latter  was  due  to  an 
,accidenp  and  not  to  organic  disease.  The  correct 

9AiQQtll^r'lorJtality  rate  should  therefore  be  14*5  and  not 
28.99  as  denoted  in  the  vital  statistics. 

nri  is^VGry  gratifying  that  there  were  no  deaths 

•among su  mothers  due  to  pregnancy,  childbirth  or  abortion.  ' 

There  were,  however,  two  still-births.  Careful 

a?e^stonti^PrViSi0n^nd  £killed  attendance  at  child-birth 
aie  eo^entid  to  keep  the  rate  of  still-births  as  low  as 


(2) 


There  were  no  deaths  from  infectious  disease. 

There  was  a  minor  epidemic  of  Measles,  67  cases 
having  been  notified.  It  is  not  practicable  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  Measles  amongst  susceptible  children,  as 
the  virus  is  widely  disseminated  by  them,  before  the 
appearance  cf  the  rash  from  which  the  diagnosis  is  usually 
made.  Gamma  globulin  is  available  at  the  County 
Laboratory,  and  will  prevent  an  attack  if  given  within 
five  days  of  exposure  and  attenuate  if  given  within 
a  few  days  later.  It  is  not  practicable  to  use  this 
in  every  case,  but  there  are  instances  when  it  is  wise 
to  use  it,  as,  for  example,  when  a  child  is  suffering  from 
another  illness. 


Only  one  case  of  "hooping  Cough  was  notified. 

•Like  Measles,  however,  it  is  endemic  and  will  show  itself 
again  when  there  is  a  sufficient  number  of  susceptible 
children.  Strong  claims  are  being  made  that  the  latest 
vaccines  are  effective  in  inducing  immunity  and  Practitioners 
are  allowed  to  prescribe  for  them  through  the  National 
health  Service  if  they  wish  to  do  so.  Whooping  Cough: 
immunisation,  however,  is  not  yet  on  the  same  sure  basis 
as . Diphtheria  immunisation,  and  is  not  done,  like  the 
Tarter,  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres. 


There  were  five  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  which  were 
sporadic  and  unrelated.  Three  were  very  mild  and  were 
created  at  home.  Two  occurred  in  Holiday  Camps  and  were 
removed  to- Hospital.  The  majority  of  cases  are  mild, 
and  complications  seldom  occur,  unless  treatment  which  is 
specific,  is  neglected.  Control  is  not  difficult. 
Occasionally  severe  classical  cases  occur,  when  it  is 
necessary  to  guard  against  the  occurrence  of  Otitis  Media. 
Deauh  is  extremely  rare.  Mild  cases  may  be  extremely 
difficult . to_  distinguish  from  German  Measles  and  in  these 
cases  it  is  best  go  take  two  or  three  successive  swabs 
of  the  nose  and  throat  for  the  presence  or  absence  of  the 
haemolytic  streptococcus. 

There  were  four  cases  of  Acute  Primary  or  Influenzal 
Pneumonia  and  there-  were  two  deaths. 


Also  one  case  of  Bacillary  Dysentery  was  notified  the 
causal  organism  being  Shigella  sonne i.  There  were  no 

ocner  cases  in  the  household  and  the  source  of  the  organism 
was  not  identified.  ' 


Three  new  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  were 
notified,  and  nil  non-respiratory.  The  Chest  Physician  is 
responsible  lor  the  examination  of  contacts  and  for  tracing 
'one  source^  of  infection,  if  possible.  The  Medical  Officer 
of  -xealth  oemg  responsible  chiefly  for  the  environmental 
hygiene  ox.  che  patienc*  Great  progress  has  been  made  in 
recent  years  in  the  fight  against  Tuberculosis.  New 
weapons  for  treatment  have  been  found  amongst  the 
Anti oio tics.  Mass  Radiology  has  discovered  many  early 
cases  before  they  have  broken  down  into  open  active  cases. 
Insistent  claims  are  made  that  B.C.G.  vaccination  will 
induce  an  immunity  to  the  disease  and  it  is  hoped  that  its 
value. will  be  proved  as  conclusively  as  that  of  Diphtheria 
immunisation  and  become  aB  widespread  in  use,  if  only 
for  bhe  priority  groups  such  as  children  who  have  been 
exposed  bo  massive  doses  of  the  Bacillus  and  those  about 
to  leave  shcool.  - 


That  there  ha 


ve  been  no  cases  of  non-respiratorv 
atos  that  the  rr.-nv  ^  .*.v.  * 


xuuerculosis  indicates  that  the  milk  supplics'of "the 
District  have  been  free  from  clinical  doses  of  the 
Bovine  xuoerole  Bacillus,  but  until  all  milk  i- 

tuberculin  tested;  an  absolute 
guarantee  oi  safety  cannot  be  vi vo n. 


ana  a 


ssi°tanceSinn'il  #iS!1  *2  ^ank  you  for  your  interest 
ssiscance  in  who  work  of  the  Department  and  the 


Sanitary  Inspector  for  his  effioiont* and  loyal  co-operation. 


I  am 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  MARSHALL. 


(4) 

SECTION  A. 

STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

FOR  1952 


Area:  -  31 ,031 


Registrar-Generals  Estimate  of:- 

The  Resident  Population  •••  ..*  4,288 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  According 

to  the  Rate  Books  ..*  ...  1,798 

Rateable  Value:-  ...  £26,276 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  . . *  £106 


Social  Conditions. 


Romney  Marsh  Rural  District  is  almost  entirely  engaged 
in  Agriculture  which  is  the  only  industry  and  common 
interest  in  the  community.  Part  of  the  boundary  is  formed 
by  the  sea  with  wide  expanses  of  sand,  and  here  where  th*pe 
are  holiday  camps,  camping  sites  and  sea-side  dwellings, 
the  inhabitants  cater  for  the  requirements  of  the  many 
holiday-makers.  There  is  negligible  unemployment  and 
social  conditions  are  generally  satisfactory* 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total  M(  p 
Live  Births  6 9  41  28 

(a)  Legitimate  64  38  26 

(b)  Illegitimate  332 

Stillbirths  2  1  1 

(a)  Legitimate  1  -j 

(b)  Illegitimate  1  -  -j 

Deaths  ’  62  33  27 

Deaths  from  _ 

Pregnancy , 

Childbirth  and 
Abortion 


Romney  Marsh  England 


Rural  Dist. 

and  Wales 

Birth  Rate 
per  1 ,000 
estimated 
resident 
population 

16,09 

15.3 

Rate  per 

1 , 000  total 
(live  and 
still) 
births. 

28.17 

Death  rate 
per  1 ,000 
resident 
population 

14.46 

11.3 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  ( live 
and  still) 
births 

- 

0,72 

Deaths  of  Infants 
under  'One  Year 
of  Age  2  2 

(a)  Legitimate  2  2 

(b)  Illegitimate 


Infant  mortality 'rate  per  1,000  live  births  28,99 
Rate  re  legitimate  infants  « 
Rate  re  illegitimate  infants  1 


Deaths  ffdift  Cancer  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Whdoping  Cough  (all 
Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis 

Diarrhoea 


ages ) 
and 


8 


The  following  cases  of 
during  the  year  1932. 


Infectious  Diseases  were  notified 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  . , . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Measles  . 

Acute  Primary  or  Influenzal 
Dysentery  . 


•  •  •  «  . « 

•  •  •  • .  • 

•  •  •  *  * , 

Pneumonia 

•  •  •  .  *  » 


5 

1 

67 

4 

1 


! 


> 


(C) 

CAUSES  OP  DEATH  IN  ROMNEY  MARSH  RURAL 
DISTRICT  DURING  1952 


;  i 

ALL  CAUSES 

Males ! 

35 

Females 

27 

1.  Tuberculosis ,  respiratory  . . 

- 

- 

2u  Tuberculosis ,  other  • . 

1 

Mi 

3#  Syphilitic  disease  ...  ... 

— 

4,  Diphtheria  . 

Ml 

3.  Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  . . 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ... 

mm 

- 

8.  Measles  ...  ... 

— 

— 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases.. 

- 

- 

10.  Malignant,  neoplasm,  stomach  ...  ... 

- 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ... 

— 

*■ 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

— 

— 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ...  ... 

- 

2 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

4 

2 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

1 

*  — 

16.  Diabetes  ...  .*• 

— 

1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  o'f  nervous  system  ... 

6 

8 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  . . 

7 

3 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease...  ... 

9m 

20.  Other  heart  diseases  ...  ... 

6 

5 

21.  Other  circulatory  diseases  ...  ... 

1 

*  2 

22.  Influenza  ...  ... 

- 

- 

23.  Pneumonia  . . 

1 

1 

24.  Bronchitis  ...  ... 

3 

2 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

Ml 

- 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . 

- 

- 

-.27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

- 

— 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  ... 

- 

- 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  ... 

1 

mm 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion...  ... 

31.  Congenital  malformations'”  '  ... 

1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseasee.-^  — 

-  1 

1 

33*  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  ... 

1 

- 

34.  All  other  accidents  . 

1 

— 

35»  Suicide  ...  . . . 

- 

- 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . 

!  .  r  -  - 
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Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector . 

Mr.  E.  W.  E.  Mall  commenced  duty  with  the  Council 
on  che  12th  May,  1952,  and  this  Report  refers  to  the 
period  from  that  date  until  the  31st  December,  1932. 


SECTION  C. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area, 
Water  Sue ply 


(a) 

(b) 


The  water  supply  in  this  area  is  by:- 

-nG  Ei ctlestono-on-Sea  &  District  Water  Companv  — 
Parishes  of  Dymchurch  and  St.  Mary-in-the-Marsh. 

"ue  Mid-Kent  ’Water  Company  -  Remaining  Seven  Parishes, 


A  new  length  of  main  serving  four  properties  was  laid 
in  ot*  ary-  m- 1  he  -Mar  sh  from  Honeychild  Manor  to  Beechcroft. 

Sewers . 


+  '  ^2  ®as^-n  Dymchurch  has  been  reconstructed 

oy  the  Kent  River  Board  and  the  outfall  of  Dymchurch  Public 

eewer  has  been  reinstated  into  the  Basin  and  the  sea  outfall 
disconnected. 


As  yet  work  has  not  commenced  on  the  main  sewer  schemes 
for  che  district. 

Public  Cleansing. 

A  weekly  refuse  collection  is  made  in  the  coastal  area, 
e.na  a  lorcnightly  collection  in  the  remainder  of  Romney  Marsh, 
A  special  Trade  Refuse  collection  is  made  at  a  charge  of 
sixpence  per  dustbin. 


During  tne  i/ear  1  ,152  cesspools  have  been  emptied 
comprising  1 ,7 S3  vehicle  loads.  As  before  two  free 
emptyings  are  given  in  each  six  month  period. 

Sanitary  .Inspection  of  t he  Area 


Premises  inspected 

Accumulation  found 
Cproplaints  re.  keeping  of  Animals 
(a)  Fowls,  pigeons,  etc. 
Complaints 


No,,  of  Inspections 

8 

1 


Total  number  investigated. (All  Premises)  120 
■Dairies 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops.  ...  2(9 

Disinfection 


Number  of  houses  disinfected 
Number  of  ot  .er  buildings  disinfected 


k 


(10) 


Premises  Inspected  Mo.  of  Inspections 

Pis infestation 


Number  of  houses  •  • •  3 

Number  of  other  premises  . . 

Drainage 

Number  of  drains  found  choked  14 

Number  of  drains  inspected  .  77 

Number  of  drains  tested  ...  27 

Dwe 1 1 ing  H  pus e s 

Number  of  inspections  re  repairs  80 

He- 'inspect  ions  ...  17 

Numoer  found  dirty  * • •  4 

•  Number  found  verminous  ...  3 

Infectious  Diseases 

Visits  re  Scarlet  Fever  ...  3 

Visits  re  Other  Diseases...  3 


Factories 

With  mechanised  power  •••  l6„ 

Other  premises  to  which  Section  7  applies  6 


Food  Premises 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  30 

Bakehouses  ...  12 

Other  Food  Premises  ...  37 

Samples  of  Milk  taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination 

Satisfactory 
Unsatisfactory 
Biological 

Miscellaneous  Visits 


15 

2 

1 


Number  of  visits  not  otherwise 

classified.  14 

Shops  Act .  • • •  53 

Tents.  Vans.  Sheds  etc.  ...  31 

Water  Supply 

Visits  re.  water  supply  ...  12 

Number  of  Samples  taken  ...  15 

Satisfactory  ...  13 

Unsatisfactory  ...  2 

Rodent  Control 

Inspections  made  ...  221 

Infestations  dealt  with  January  to 

December.  55 

5*  Building  Byelaws  • . •  248 


(11) 


6 ,  General 

Inspections  made  in  carrying  out  the  general  duties 
of  Surveyor  to  the  district  in  respect  of  Housing  Estates, 
Refuse  Collection,  Cesspool  Emptying  etc  .  472 

7 •  H  ou s 1 ng  Pr  o gramme s 

A  further  13  houses  and  one  shop  were  completed  at 
Burmarsh.  24  houses  commenced  at  Dymchurch  on  the 
Marshlands  Estat e . 

8.  Milk  Supply 

The  supply  of  milk  within  the  area  was  found  on  the 
whole  to  be  satisfactory,  New  building  extensions  and 
improvements  to  dairies  have  been  carried  out. 

9*  Ice  Cream 


25  Samples  were  taken  throughout  the  district. 

20  of  these  samples  were  Grade  1,  two  Grade  11,  two  Grade  111 
and  one  Grade  IV, 


1 0 •  Building  Licences 

17  licences  were  issued  for  the  erection  of  Private 
.Bevellings  and  completed  throughout  the  year. 

1 1  Plans . 


Number  of  Planning  Applications  dealt  with  under  Town 
and  Country  Planning  Act,  1947?  submitted  to  this  Council 

v  j  g r  e  , • , <  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

Classified  111  and  dealt  with  by  the  Kent  County 
Council  • • .  . « .  , * .  • » .  ...  *  •  .  19 

Classified  11  &  1  and  dealt  with  by  this  Council.  73 

Two  Appeals  were  lodged  with  the  Ministry  of  Town  and 
Country  Planning.  The  Planning  decisions  were  upheld  in 
both  cases. 


1 2.  M  ortuary . 

With  regard  to  the  Council  owned  Mortuary,  the 
following  cases  were  dealt  with?- 


Total  Number  of  Cases  . 

Number  on  which  Post  Mortem  have 
been  carried  out 


* 


3 

•  •  • 


•  •  9 


3 


- — ; - 


. 


